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FRANK LEESON. 


Msingular Tale, founded on faa, 


IT fometimes happens that men, who 
have made the moft dangerous deviations 
from the laws of fociety, and the principles 
of virtue, in a great meafure owe their 
crimes to the very benevolence of their 
hearts; and that in the very midft of all 
their guilt we find a dignity of foul which 
commands our higheft admiration. 

Frank Leeson, was the fon of a 
country gentleman in Ireland, who poffeff- 
ed a little eltate of about three hundred 
pounds a year, but who, with that liberal- 
ity of fentiment fo purticularly the char- 
acteriltic of his nation, gave into a hof- 
pitality rather beyond the power cf his 
circumftances, and in promoting the hap- 
pinefs of his friends, too frequently forgot 
a neceffary attention to his own ; the con- 
fequence may be eafily forefeen by the 
intelligent reader: old Mr. Leefon was 
involved in perpetual difficulties, and was 
upon the eve of being thrown into prifon, 
when he was faved from a difgrace of that 
nature by the extraordinary piety of his 
fon ; Frank, to a very excellent under- 
ftanding, joined a very amiable perfon ; on 
which account, a young lady with an in- 
dependent fortune of 8o0ool. had long be- 
held him with a favorable eye; but Frank 
being attached to another, whofe beauty 
and merit were her only recommendations, 
had hitherto declined to profit by this lady’s 
partiality ; however, when he faw there 
was no other method of faving an infirm 
father and mother from poverty and bond- 
age, the force of his filial affteQion got 
the better of his love; and he married 
the eight thoufand pounds: With this 
money, he paid off all the old gentleman's 
debts, and entered the world witha de- 
gree of reputation, confiderably fuperior 
to the generality of his acquaintance. 

As nothing could feparate Frank and 
his father, the old couple and the young 
lived for fometime in the molt perfect 
{tate of harmony under the fame root ; and 








the feverity of their former fituation pro- 
ducing a necefflary regulation in their ex- 
pences, they were every day rifing no lefs 
in opulence than in felicity, when an un- 
expected misfortune left them in the mo- 
ment of their utmoft fecurity, without 
fhelter and without bread: Old Mr. Lee- 
fon finding his health very much impaired, 
and conceiving a difguft at the part in 
which he refided, becaufe his friznds had 
not formerly been fo ready to aflift him in 
his neceflities, as he had reafon to expe ; 
refolved, with the concurrence of his fon, 
to difpofe of his eftate, and to make an ad- 
equate purchafe in the neighbourhood of 
Dublin, where he might have an oppor- 
tunity of confulting the beft phyficians, and 
eftablifhing a more agreeable circle of ac- 
quaintance. Purfuant to this plan, he fold 
off every acre he pofleffed, had the purchafe 
money home in bills, and was preparing to 
fet off for another part of the kingdom in 
a dav or two, when an accidental fire re- 
duced his habitation toa heap of afhes, de- 
ftroyed all his effe€ts, and gave him f{carcely 
a.moment more than was abfolutely necef- 
fary for the prefervation of his family ; 
Frank, whofe whole property was alfo in 
bills, and packed up ready for the intended 
departure, loft all in the general calamity, 
and was obliged, together with his father, 
his mother, and his wife, to take refuge at 
a neighbouring gentleman’s for a few days, 
till they were in a capacity for reaching the 
metropolis, where Frank expedted, from 
fome ietters which he obtained to the 
Lord Lieutenant, to procure a little eftab 

lifhment either in the army or the pub- 
lic offices. 

On the arrival of our unfortunate fam- 
ily in town, young Mr. Leefon applied 
himlelf induftrioufly to profit by his re- 
commendations; but alas, although he met 
with civility, he could obtain no relief ; 
every freth application gave him nothing 
but freth occafion to lament the miferable 
profpe&t before him ; and while he was 
continually cheering every bofom at home 
with the fpeedy expedtation of halcyon 
days, he had nothing but defpair in his 
own. At length deftruction became too 
evident to be concealed; his father who 
was now confined to his bed, had been a 
whole day without fultenance, and young 
Mrs. Leefon, was every hour trembling, 





IS 


left the pains of parturiency fhould oblig® 
her to folicit the charitable afliftance of th® 
public ; thus fituated, torn with a thoufand 
pangs, for a wife who poffeffed his higheft 
efteem ; for a father whom he almoft wor- 
fhipped, and a mother whom he tenderly 
loved ; Frank fallied out one evening into 
the {treets, and ftopped a gentleman whofe 
appearance indicated opulence, he demand- 
ed his money with fuch a wildnefs of ac- 
cent, that the gentleman, terrified out of 
his wits, immediately gave him a purfe of 
fifty guineas, and Frank eagerly retreated 
to his lodgings, depofited the money with 
his father, telling him he had received it 
trom the Loid Lieutenant’s order, as an 
earneft only of future obligations; the 
family at home not doubting the truth of 
this relation, poured out their whole fouls 
in acknowledgment of the viceroy’s good- 
nefs, and once more refrefhed themflelves 
with a comfortable repaft. 

Next morning, however, the robbery 
became noifed abroad, and to the great 
furprife of every body, a merchant of the 
firft character and fortune was apprehended 
and lodged in Newgate; on the earlieft 
knowledge of this circumflance, Frank 
immediately wrote to the innocent gentle- 
man,defiring him to be under no appre- 
henfion, for if he was not honorably ac- 
quitted, the perfon actually guilty, would, 
on the day of trial, appear in court, ac- 
knowledge his crime, and furrender him- 
felf to the violated laws of his country ; the 
gentleman naturally read the letter to every 
body, but though fuch as were his friends, 
talked of it as a moft extraordinary affair, 
the generality of people confidered it as a 
defpicable artifice, calculated to impofe on 
the credulity of the public. However, the 
day of trial at lalt came; and notwith- 
ftanding feveral perfonages of the higheft 
fipure, proved him a man remarkably nice 
in his principles, and opulent in his cir- 
cumftances ; the profecutor was fo pofitive 
in his charge, and a number of circum- 
(tances fo furprifingly concurred, that he 
was aCtually convicted; and the judge pro- 
ceeding to fentence, when a loud noife of 
MAKE WAY ran through the court, and 
young Mr. Leefon, with a manly, yet mode 
cft countenance, ruthing forward, demande 
ed to be heard, and {puke to this eff&: 

“You fee before you, my Lord, an 
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of Violating the Jaws of his country, and 
who wilihed rather to be the triend, than 
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dettitute of fitends, and dettitute «i 
bread? I[,my Lerd, was born a gen:}oman, 


: 


ani bred ones fx months ago IT was maf- 
ter of an cafy fortune, buran accidental 
fre in amoment reduced me to beggary, 


and what itill more diitreiicd me, placed | 
- 


aninfirm and excellent tather, an aged and 
tender mother, together with the belt of 
women and the belt of wives, in the fame 
lamentable fituation. Encouraged by fome 
recommendations to the great, we came 
up to town, and expected a decent means 
of procuring a fubfiitence ; but alas, my 
Lod, thofe who want compaflion mott, 
are thofe who are moft comimon!y difre- 
garded ; initead of afliftlance, we received 
compliments, and met with the bow ofa 
frigid politenefs, where we looked for the 
bounteous hand of relief ; fothat in a lit- 
tie time, our al! was totally exhanfted ; 
and my unhappy father, with the venera- 
bie partner of his youth, were above a day 
without any fuftenance whatfoever ; when, 
unable to fee them expiring for food, I 
rufhed forth, and committed the robbery, 
for which this gentleman, now prifoner at 
the bar, has been condemned. 

‘© This was not the whole of my af- 
flidion—a fond deferving wife, who had 
brought me a plentiful fortune, lay alfo 
perifhing with hunger, and that too, in a 
{ituation which demanded the tendereft at- 
tention, and the moft immediate regard ; 
fuch, my Lord, were my motives for that 
unjuftifiable ation. Had the gentleman 
condemned been happily acquitted, I had 
not made this public acknowledgment of 
my guilt: Heaven only knows what I 
have fulfered during his confinement ; but 
the empire of the univerfe would not 
bribe metoinjure him farther ; nortempt 
me, by an infamous facrifice ot his life, to 
confult the fafety of my own. Herethen, 
my Lord, I claim his fentence, and de- 
mand his bonds. Providence will, I doubt 
not, now take care of my innocent family, 
who are equally ignorant, of my crime, 
and my felt-accufation. For my own part, 
1 am refigned ; and I feel nothing in con- 
fequence of my approaching fate, but from 
what I am fenfible my mifcrable triends 
muft fuffer on my account.” 


Here Mr. Leefon ended, and the whole 
court was loft in approbation and tcears— 
He was, however, condemned, but par- 
doned the fame day; and his character 
fuffered fo little upon the occafion, that the 
Lord Lieutenant gave him, with his life, 
a place of feven hundred pounds a year; 
while the merchant, who bad been accu fed 
from refembling him excefively, dying 


fometime atter without iTue, lett him his 
whole fortune, as a reward tor fo exem- 
plary an 2& of juitice and penerofity. 
——-«ogo>- 
PETER THE GREAT, AND THE 
DUTCH SKIPPER. 





which Pcter the Great refided during the 
foundation ef Peterfburg, a city which is 
the growth of little more than a century, 
ftands on the left of the Emperor’s bridge 
in the road to the fortrefs. This little 
building, fo facred to the Ruffians, was 
covered over by a brick building of arcades 
by the late Emprefs, to prote@ and fup- 
port it againit the ravages of time. The 


| rooms are three, all upon the ground floor, 


and very low: it was in this very cottage 
that a Whimfical [cene occurred whilft the 
torirefs was building. 

A Dutch Skipper, hearing that Peterf- 
burg was building, and that the Emperor 
had a great paflion tor fhips and commerce, 
refolved to try his fortune there, and ac- 
cordingly arrived with the firft merchant 
veflel that ever failed upon the Neva, and 
was the bearer of a letter of introdu@tion 
to the captain of the oort, from a friend of 
hisin Holland, requefting him toufe his in- 
tereft to procure atreight for him. Peterthe 
Great was working like a common laborer 
in the Admiralty as the Galliot p.fled, and 
faluted with two or three {mall guns. The 
Emperor was uncommonly delighted, and 
having been informed of the Dutchman’s 
bufinefs, he refolved to have fome frolic 
with him, and accordingly ordered the port 
captain to fee the fkipper as foon as he 
landed, and direct him to the Emperor, as 
a merchant jult fettled there, whom he in- 
tended to perfonate ; the better to carry on 
the joke, Peter repaired to this cottage with 
his Emprefs, who, to humor the plan, dreff- 
ed herfelf ia a plain bourgewis habit, fuch 
as fuited the wife of a merchant. The 
Dutchman was introduced to the Emperor, 
who received him with great kindnefs, and 
ate bread and checfe, and {moked together 
for fome time, during which the Dutch. 
man’s eye examined the room, end began 
to think that noone who lived in fo mcana 
place, could be of any fervice to him: pre- 
fently the Emprefs entered, when the fkip- 
per addrciled her, by obfervingsthat he had 
brought her a cheefe, a much better one 
ihan the had ever tafted, for which, aff Q- 
ing an awkward manner, fhe thanked him. 
Being much pleafed with her appearance, 
he took from his coat a piece of linen, 
and begged her acceptance of it for thitts. 
©Oh!’ exclaimed the Emperor, taking the 
pipe from his mouth, ‘ Kate you will now 
be as fine and as proud as an Empreis ! 
there, you are a lucky woman, you never 
had -fuch thitts as you will now have, in 





your life betore.’ 
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the (tranger begging have a kifs, which 
the Coy Fe a d him in. At this me ment 
Prince 3 i¢ Like t, the favosise minifter of 
Peter the Great, who reprefented him up. 
on matters ef ftate, entered with all his 
orders, and ftood betore the Emperor un- 
covered. The fkipper began to ftare with 
amazement, whilll Peter, by winking and 
making private figns, induced the Prince 
immediately to setire, The aftonithed 
Dutchman faid, ‘Why you appear tc have 
great acquaintance here |’ ¢ Yes,’ replied 
Peter, ‘and fo may you, if you flay here 
but ten days: there are plenty of luch needy 
noblemen, as the one you faw, they are al- 
ways indebt, and very glad to borrow 
money of any one, and they have even 
found out me; but, fir, beware of thefe 
fellows, refift their importunity, however 
flattering, and do not be dazzled by their 
{tars and garters, and fuch trumpery.’ 
‘This explanatory advice put the ftranger a 
little more at his eafe, who drank and 
{moked on very cheerfully, and made his 
bargain with the /mpertal Merchant tora 
cargo ; juft as he had fettled this point to 
his with, the officer of the guard, which 
had been changed, entered to receive his 
orders, and flood with profound refpea 
uncovercd, and before Peter could {top him, 
addrefled him by the title of Imperial Ma- 
jefty. The Dutchman fprang from his 
chair, fell on his knees before the Emperor 
and Emprefs, and implored forgivenefs for 
the liberties he had been taking. Peter en- 
joyed the fcene, and laughed heartily, raif- 
ed up the terrified fuppliant, and made him 
kifs the Emprefs’ hand, prefented him with 
fitteen hundred rubles, gave him a freight, 
and ordered that his veifel, as long as her 
iimbers remained together, fhould be per- 
mitted to enter all the Ruffian ports free of 
duty. This privilege made the rapid for- 
tune of the owner. 





44k OF Ope pede De renee 
ON SECRECY. 


Ir is recorded by Quintus Curtius, 
that the Perfians always conceived a lafting 
and invincible contempt of a man who had 
violated the laws of lecrecy ; for they tho't 
thal, however he might be deficient in the 
qualities requifite to actual excellence, the 
negative virtues, at leaft, were always in 
his power, and though perhaps he could 








not fpeak well if he was to try, it was flill 
caly tor him not to fpeak. 

In this opinion of the eafinefs of fecrecy, 
they feem to have confidered it as oppoled, 
not to treachery, but loquacity, andto have 
confidered the man, whom they thus cen- 
fured, not frightened by menaces to reveal 
or bribed by promifes to betray, but incit- 
ed bv the mere pleafure of talking, or fome 
other motive equally trivial, to lay cpen 
his heart without rfle€lion, and to let 
whatever he knew flip trom him, only for 


‘This was followed by | want of power to retain it. 
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A TURKISH STORY. 

Leta pafled for one of the handfom- 
eft girls in Damafcus, Scanbade had not 
the leaft pretentions to beauty, but the was 
infinitely more witty than Lelia. Her 
father, who was an Arabian phyfician, 
had taught her to read ; fhe could make 
verfes, and fing like a fairy. Gemil was 
a young Arabian, rich and of anable tam- 
ily. The Damafcans faid, the pretty Le- 
lia thould be the wife of the rich Gamil. 
Scanbade, piqued at the frequent repetition 
of this mortitying f{peech, made the tol- 
lowing fong: ** Blind and fuperficial mor- 
tal, thinkelt thou to find the fatistaction of 
thy heart in the delight of thine eyes, or, 
that a momentary gratification is to be put 
in competition with a durable fyftem of 
happinefs? Infenfible man, open the eyes 
of thy foul, and make a choice worthy of 
thy judgment. The beauty that fo en- 


chants thee, is but the morning flower, | 


which in the evening fading, thou wilt 
calt it away. Quit the flowery gardens of 





Damafcus, and feek the happy plains of | 


Arabia; the plants it produces will ftand 
the te(t of time, and by proper keeping, fend 
forth an odour more fweet and lively than 
that of the morning. ‘Time, the rapid de- 
ftroyer of beauty and flowers, perfects and 
embellithes wit, fenfe, and benevolence.” 

This fong found its way to Gemil. 
He was {truck with the beauty of it, and 
the truths it conveyed. Peace was a {tran- 
ger to his bo‘om until Scanbade became 
united to him for life. After a long courfe 
of years [pent together in uninterrupted 
enjoyment, the marriage of Gemil and 
Scanbade was quoted as a pattern of fidel- 
ity and happinefs. 

Abdalmelech, who then reigned in 
Damafcus, being prompted by curiofity to 
vifit this renowned pair, was altonifhed 


have been deceived, forhe alone is worthy 
the elteem of mankind who pofleiles an 
unfpotted foul, like the diamond, whofe 
brilliancy is not clouded with any fpeck.” 

The Caliph, {truck by an anfwer fo 
compiete with fpiritand propriety, charm- 
ed likewife wih her underftanding and 
the poignancy of her wit, prefented her 
with a magnificent robe, and fent her huf- 
band back loaded with prefents. 

ame 4 HP OD* prremme 

ANECDOTE OF FRANKLIN, 

Wen Dr. Franklin, printed a new! 
paper in Philade!phia, a perfon brought a 
piece which he defired might be publifhed. 
The Door requeited him to leave it till 
the next dav, when he would give him an 
anfwer. He accordingly returned at the 
time appointed, and received the following 
anfwer from Franklin: ‘* He had,” he 
faid, ** perufed the piece, and found it to be 
feurrilous and defamatory. ‘To determine 
whether he fhould publifh it or not, he had 
gone home in the evening, purchafed a 
two-penny loaf at the baker’s, and with 
water from the pump, had made a fupper 
of it. He then wrapped himfelf up in his 
great coat, laid himfelf on the floor, and 
flept foundly till morning ; when on anoth- 
er loaf, and mug of water, he breaktalted, 


- and felt no inconvenience whatever from 


ee a 
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when he perceived the difference in their | 
-xternal appearance, for Gemil was hand- | 


fome and of a lovely mien. 
himfelf, being a tolerable poet, addreticd 
Scanbade in the following verfes: 

‘¢ What traces of beauty bas Gemil 
difeovered in your perfon, that he fhould 
fele&t you from ali the beauties of the city, 
to be his wite, and the fole object of his 
affections’ On the contrary, can any 
thing be more the reverfe of beauty, both 
in torm and features, than yourfelf? I 


not your figure fo thin ss to be fearcely 
oo 


palpable, and your complexion more like 


that of a tawney African than the fair 
Damafcan ?” 

Scanbade, ftung to the heart by thi 
rude declamation, replicd to him cirect!y 


with that freedom of fentiment which 

might be excedied from an offended wo- 

man of her fentioility and addrets : 
¢¢What merit did the peop'e of the earth 


difcover in you, that you above all others 


was chofen to reign over then? ‘They 


The Prince ; 





this regimen. Finding he could live in this 
manner, he had formed a determination 
never to proftitute his prefs to the purpofes 
of corruption and abuse, for the fake of 
gaining a more comfortable fubfiftence. 
md SOC > »~— 
MAN’S IMPERFECTION. 


No man was ever fo completely killed 
in the conduét of lite, as not to receive new 
information from age and experience ; in- 
fomuch that we find ourfelves really igno 
rant of what we thought we underttood, 
and fee caufe to reject what we fancied 
our trueit intereit. 
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THREE littles make a man rich ona 
fudden ; little wit, little sHAME, and 
lithe HONESTY. 

It is much better to be thought a fool, 
than to be a knave. 

Kvery virtue gives a man a degree of fe- 
licity in fome kind; honefty gives him a 
goodrepart, juftice, eftimation ; prudence, 
refoce@ 5; courtefy and munificence, univer- 
(ul affe€tion ; temperance confers on him 
health of body ; and fortitude, fuch a fteady 
an! quiet mind, as notto be moved what- 
ever happens. 

The world is truly compared to a Stage- 
Play, becaufe there is fo much diflimulfa- 
tion in it, wherein, like players, moft per 
uns adt the part of others, and not their 


Own, 


{ 
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Original Communication, 
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* Hither the products of your closet-labors bring, 

* Enrich our columns, and instruct mankind.’ 
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For the Merrimack Magazine. 


ON VICE. 
** Vice is a monfter of fuch hideous mien, 
That, to be hated, needs but to be feen ; 
Yet feen too oft, familiar with her face, 
We firft endure, then pity, then embrace.” 


Vice, like a tyrant, ercéts her thicene 
in the heart o! man, and banifhes virue 
from her peacetul manfion : like an ufurp- 
er, who {ways the iron rod of defpotifm, 
and involves nations in ruin ; fhe corrupts 
the fentiments tand pcifons the mind of 
man ; Virtuous fentiments are by her driv. 
en into exile, cr forced to fubmit to her 
tyrannical laws ; like a deceiver, fhe makes 
her attacks in different ways, and aflumes 
an appearance that may pleafe the caprice 
or gratify the paflions of mankind ; fhe 
fhows riches to be defirable, and points to 
difhonefty as the moft eafy way to obtain 
them, Luxuries, and every {pecies of dif- 
fipation, are by her eftesmed pleafures, 
and fhewn to hervotaries as the road to 
happinefs. Popularity is held up to view, 
and diflimulation, as the way to greatnefs. 
Envy, the fays, is honorable ; while ma- 
licious flanders make hafte to do -her will. 
She points to revenge, as recompence, and 
the inftruments of death, as pleafing to get 
fatisfaGtion for trivial offences. In ‘this 
manner fhe impofes upon the unwary, and 
enflaves the paflions of her votaries ; her 
courtiers are many, and captivated by the 
delufive flattery that flows from her lips: 
But let not thine heart incline to ber ways 
go not in her paths ; for she hath cast down 
many wounded ; yea, many strong men have 
heen flain by her; her paths are the way te 
hell, going down to the chambers of death. 

EUGENES, 
-——- Se 


Editors’ Motices, 


KurHia’s produ@tion thall appear in 
our next number. 

The receiyt of AMANDA’s elegant felec- 
tions, we acknowledge with thanks. 

Maid’s Solticquy in our next. 

ITA RSID wikietaeaaiide dimes 
Warricd, 

In Portfmouth, Mr. William Badger, to 
Mits Abigail Piaisted. 

oo 0900 06.40 
Died, 

In thistown, Mrs. Phede Swain, x. 26, 
confort of Mr. Levi Swain. 

In Habbarditon, Edw. A.Selfridge, A.B. 
xt, 20, otudéht at Law. His fancy was 
orilliant, his under{tanding vigorous, and 
ais acguir.mcnts extenfive. 

Dxeownep |--Oo Thurfday evening, at 














Piumb-Jflind, Mr. John Clark, xt. 22. 
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For the Derrimach Wagazine. 


MESSRS, GILMANS, 

By inferting the following, copied from 
the Newyork Morning Chronicle, in the 
Merrimack Magazine and Ladies’ Literary 


Cabinet, you will oblige 
LAURA. 


TO A SLEEPING INFANT. 


Tue gentle power of fleep has clos’d thine eyes, 
Thy bright blue eyes, & the fweet goddefs Health 
Has cull’d her choicett rofes to adorn 
Thine infant cheek, High fwells thy mother’s 
heart, 
Sweet boy ! to fee how liberal of her gifts 
Nature has been to thee—for thy fair form 
Is that of infant Cupid—fuch as oft 
The poet and the painter's fair defigns 
Deem fit attendants on the queen of love. 
Such are thy outward graces—be thy foul 
But fuited to thy form, of blifs I afk 
No greatér fhare. Oh! that thy heart may be 
Gen’rous and nobly proud, difdaining ftill 
Each fervile art, yet {corning arrogance, 
Courteous and kind ; in friendthip and in love 
Enthufiattic—prompr, at pity’s call, 
To fuccour the diftrefs’d, yet dignified 
With fortitude to bear thy own misfortunes ; 
For thou, alas! muft bear the common lot 
Of human nature ; though thy mother’s heart. 
Bleeds at the tho’t of what may be thy portiof. 
Oh! could her prayers, her wifhes fond, avail, 
Pure and unclouded, fhould the brilfiant fun 
Of happine(s illume thy path, unceafing : 
Thy life thould pafs as one delicious dream, 
Till, gently yielding to the fleep of death, 
Thou thould’{t awake again to joys immortal. 
Oh! thefe are lovely vifions—fit to foothe 
A mother’s heart, but never known in life ! 
Sorrow and difappointment’s baleful cyprefs, 
With fome few blufhing buds of joy, entwin’d, 
Make wp the chequer’d wreath of human life ; 
Though twin’d among them, hope, with lively 
verdure, 
Relieves the fick’ning eye, tir’d of the prevalence 
Of dark and gloomy fhades. 
But, though tair happinefs is feldom found, 
Thy mother’s fanguine heart dores hope, for thee, 
A fate uncommon ; yet, in hoping, fears, 
Left fome of the dire train of ills that wait 
On human fteps, fhould claim thee for a victim: 
Some pale and lingering difeafe deprive thee 
Of the bright blcom of health, or paffion, too, 
Too far indulg’d, thould taint thy fpotlefs foul. 
And much I fear the gloomy tyrant, Death, 
That pallid king of fhades fhould rob me ot thee ; 
OF nature quite regardlefs, which referves 
The filial bands to clofe the parent’s eyes. 
But hence, foreboding fears ! [ cannot bear 
Tothink that grief fhouldreach oje in that form-- 
And fee, he wakes, and every cloud’s difpers’d 
Before the luitre of his laughing eye. 
Sweet babe! ah, may thy bofom ever feel 
Sich fweet content as | expericnce, when 
\clafp thee to my heart ; nor envy thofe 
no thine in ail the pomp of {late and wealth. 


For the Werrimack Wagazine. 
MESSRS. EDITORS, 
IF the foliowing felection (from a London paper) is 
worth a place in your entertaining Magazine, its infertion 
will ablige a CONSTANT READER. 


DICK STRYPE: 
OR, THE FORCE OF HABIT. 


HabiTs are {tnbborn things, 
And by ‘he time a man is turn’d of forty, 
His ruling paflion’s grown fo haughty, 
There is no clipping of its wings. 
The truth will beit be fhewn, 
By a familiar inftance of cur own, 


Dick STRYPE 
Was a dear friend and lover of the pipe ; 
He us’d to fay, one pipe of Kirkman’s belt, 
Gave lite a zeit. 
To him ’twas meat, and drink, and phyfic, 
To fee the friendly vapour, 
Carl round his midnight taper, 
And the black fume, 
Clothe all the room, 
In clouds as dark as {cience metaphyfic. 
So ftill he fmok’d, & drank, & crack’d his joke; 
And had he fingie tarried, 
He might have fmok’d,& till grown old infmoke; 
But RiCHARD married, 


His wife was one who carried 
The cleanly virtues almoft to a vice, 
She was fo nice : 
And thrice a week, above, below, 
The houfe was fcour’d trom top to toe, 
And all the floors were rubb’d fo bright, 
You dar’d not walk upright, 
For fear of fliding : 
But that fhe took a pride in. 
Of all things elfe ReBecca STRYPE 
Could lea{t endure a pipe. 
She rail’d upon the filthy herb tobacco, 
Protetted that the noifome vapour 
Had {poil’d the beft chintz curtains & the paper, 
And coft her many a pound in ftucco: 
And then fhe quoted our King James,who faith, 
‘¢ Tobacco is the Devil’s breath.” 
When wives will govern bufbands mu/? obey: 
For many a day 
Dick mourn’d & mifs’d his favorite tobacco, 
And curs’d REBECCA. 
At length the day approach’d, his wife mutt die: 
Imagine now the doleful cry 
Of temale friends, old aunts, and coufins, 
Who to the funeral came by dozens, 
The uncertaker’s men and mutes, 
Stood at the gate in fable fuits, 
With doleful looks, 
Jutt like fo many melancholy rooks. 

Now cakes and wine were handed round, 
Folks figh and drink, and drink and figh, 
For grief makes people dry : 

But Dick is miffing, no where to be found, 
Above, below, about, 

They fearch’d the houfe throughout, 
Each hole and fecret entry, 
Quite from the garret to the pantry, 
In ev’ry corner, cupboard, nook and fhelf, 
And all concluded he bad hang’d himfelf. 
At lait they found him ; reader,guefs you where ? 
"Twill make you ftare— 
Perch’d on Rexecca’s coffin, at his reft, 
Smoaking a pipe of—KikkMAN’S BEST. 
4 Of Or — 


THE POWER OF TIME. 
By Swift. 


Ir neither brafs nor marile con withftand 

The mortal force of Time’s deftructive hand : 
If mountains fink to vales, if cities die, 

And lefs’ninz rivers mourn their fountains dry— 
When my old caffock, (faid a Welch Givine,) 

Is out at elbows, why fhould I repine ? 








—— 


THE MORNING DREAM ; 


Suggested by a similar circumstance which 
occurred t9.a Gentleman in Virginia. 


On a flowery bank reclining, 

O’er my head the rofes twining, 
Carelefsly I laid. 

At my feet a fountain playing, 

Gentle Zephyrs round me ftraying, 
Wanton in the fhade. 


Apple-trees and peaches blooming, 

Saffafras the air perfuming, 
Wildly round me grew : 

Sugar maples gently waving, 

Willowsin the fountain laving, 
Gratified my view. 


Green tobacco tufted growing, 
Indigo carnation’d blowing, 
At a diltance f{pread : 
Birds of various plumage finging, 
Bees on honey’d blofloms winging, 
Humm’'d around my head. 


Prone upon the verdure finking, 

Sleep reliev’d the tafk of thinking, 
When before my fight, 

Bluthing Laura, {weetly {miling, 

Deck’d with every grace beguiling, 
Stood array'd in white. 


Maiden faireft, faid I, fighing, 

All thefe fmiles befpeak complying, 
On my bofom ret ; 

Time on pinion’d down is fleeting ; 

Is thy heart refponfive beating, 
Genial to my breaft ? 


Speak, I cried, her fhadow prefling, 

Mutual love is mutual bleffing ! 
When I fmarting wake ; 

Round my anguifh’d arm was twining, 

Rich in burnifh’d armour fhining, 
Flafhing fire, a {nake. 


Pleafure thus forever cheating, 

Now advancing, now retreating, 
Mocks the eager hold : 

Virtue, modefty adorning, 

Like this vifion of the morning, 
Checks the rude and bold. 








———— 
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